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>From ???@??? Tue Dec  4 21:39:03 2007 -0600
Date: Wed,  5 Dec 2007 03:37:51 GMT
From: Old Tube Radios <boatanchors@theporch.com>
To: Old Tube Radios <boatanchors@theporch.com>
Subject: BOATANCHORS digest 4116
Message-Id: <20071205033752.191D447006D@srvr1.theporch.com>

			    BOATANCHORS Digest 4116

Topics covered in this issue include:

  1) Re: A packing rant
	by "Chuck Grandgent" <chuck@chuckg.com>
  2) Re: A packing rant
	by Scott Robinson <spr@earthlink.net>
  3) Re: A packing rant
	by "Arden Allen" <gumbear@pacbell.net>
  4) New Tube Radio
	by "JAMES HANLON" <knjhanlon@msn.com>
  5) Re: A packing rant
	by "David Stinson" <arc5@ix.netcom.com>
  6) Re: A packing rant
	by Thomas Frobase <tfrobase@kitparts.com>
  7) Re: A packing rant
	by Steve Berg <wa9jml@tbc.net>
  8) Canadian Marconi Tubes
	by Jerry Proc <jerry7proc@yahoo.com>
  9) Re: Hollowstate Christmas
	by Richard Loken <richardlo@admin.athabascau.ca>
 10) Re: Remembering Michael  AB5L (SK)
	by "Donald Sanders" <w4bws@comcast.net>
 11) Re: Remembering Michael  AB5L (SK)
	by AAFRadio <mike_25-z@aafradio.org>
 12) Valiant chirp.
	by "Al Parker" <anchor@ec.rr.com>
 13) Re: Valiant chirp.
	by spr@earthlink.net
 14) Re: Valiant chirp.
	by "Tom Rauch" <w8ji@contesting.com>
 15) Re: Valiant chirp.
	by Rodger <wq9e@dtnspeed.net>

----------------------------------------------------------------------
Message-ID: <a913924b0712021319g76f7842eh4df9292d0671ff1b@mail.gmail.com>
Date: Sun, 2 Dec 2007 16:19:27 -0500
From: "Chuck Grandgent" <chuck@chuckg.com>
To: Old Tube Radios <boatanchors@theporch.com>
Subject: Re: A packing rant
MIME-Version: 1.0
Content-Type: multipart/alternative; 
	boundary="----=_Part_8623_5084500.1196630368003"

------=_Part_8623_5084500.1196630368003
Content-Type: text/plain; charset=UTF-8
Content-Transfer-Encoding: 7bit
Content-Disposition: inline

I guess I'm tempting fate, but I've really had nothing but good luck with
folks shipping stuff to me.

Besides a lot of ham stuff (most from this group), I've gotten several old
Fender tube guitar amps, a nice old Fender strat electric guitar, a heavy
Sun server that was packed using custom blown foam, plus other stuff, and
right now I can't recall receiving anything damaged.  I did get a Sharp
organizer off that E place and was upset when it arrived, they had just put
it in a priority mail envelope (might have been padded), but it was
amazingly OK.

   Chuck, K1OM

On Dec 2, 2007 3:19 PM, john <johnmb@nc.rr.com> wrote:

> At 02:48 PM 12/2/2007, WA1KBQ@aol.com wrote:
> >It's unfortunate but from practical experience I have come to the
>  conclusion
> >most folks are interested in your check but maybe not as  interested in
> >whether you receive the item in the condition  you bought it in.
>
>
> I agree with you Greg.
>
> I just received a recently-nice Millen VFO model 90711. Now it's missing
> its Vari-Arm
> (It fell out through the bottom, which was not adequately taped), the
> ceramic barrier strip
> on the back is shattered, as is the antenna feedthrough.  The dial is
> jammed and the
> whole thing full of styrofoam fragmments.  This, after asking the seller
> to
> take his time
> and pack carefully.  Instead., he placed it in a box ~1" larger than the
> VFO and placed
> one 1" piece of used soft styrofoam between the box and the unit.
>
> It WAS a very nice unit.  He refunded my shipping charges.
>
> John K5MO
>
>


-- 

------- sent via mobile phone account ------

------=_Part_8623_5084500.1196630368003
Content-Type: text/plain; charset=us-ascii
Content-Transfer-Encoding: 7bit

* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * *
*         ---REMAINDER OF MESSAGE TRUNCATED---            *
*     This post contains a forbidden message format       *
*  (such as an attached file, a v-card, HTML formatting)  *
*    Mail Lists at theporch.com only accept PLAIN TEXT    *
* If your postings display this message your mail program *
* is not set to send PLAIN TEXT ONLY and needs adjusting  *
* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * *

------=_Part_8623_5084500.1196630368003--

------------------------------
Mime-Version: 1.0
Message-Id: <p06240801c378d252fbb9@[192.168.1.2]>
Date: Sun, 2 Dec 2007 13:21:34 -0800
To: Old Tube Radios <boatanchors@theporch.com>
From: Scott Robinson <spr@earthlink.net>
Subject: Re: A packing rant
Content-Type: text/plain; charset="us-ascii" ; format="flowed"

Folks,

What I do to prevent this kind of trouble is to send a *very 
detailed* packing procedure to the seller and require that packing be 
done as described. The procedure includes an offer of more money if 
the seller finds the procedure more than he had bargained for. Most 
sellers do not take me up on the extra money, or if they do, it's 
only $10 for materials.

The worst seller I had for packing was a German guy who agreed to the 
procedure and took extra money for it, but didn't do it. The radio 
arrived badly damaged. But wait: not all German sellers are the same. 
Another sent me pictures of the various stages of the packing and the 
radio arrived in perfect shape.

I have **never* had a radio packed per spec damaged in shipment.

The procedure is designed for large wood table radios weighing 20-40 
pounds, but ought to work well for things up to, says, SX-42 size and 
weight.

That said, for a $1000 radio I might fly or drive to go get it, too.

Here it is:



At the risk of telling you things you already know, let me explain 
how I'd like this radio packed. If the time or cost of doing the 
packing procedure below concerns you, let me know and I can add some 
money to the pot.  The worst possible outcome is a radio trashed in 
shipment, so I am willing to contribute to avoiding that result.


One:  remove the loudspeaker from the cabinet.  The area where it mounts is
fragile and shipping shock can tear the heavy speaker out of the cabinet,
seriously damaging cabinet, chassis, and speaker.  Screw it down to a piece of
scrap plywood using its mounting holes.  Put the speaker and board in 
a plastic bag.  Using either crushed newspaper or packing peanuts for 
padding, put the speaker and board in a shipping box.

If the speaker wires to the chassis don't have a plug somewhere, it 
will be necessary to cut them.  If you do this, please cut each one 
at a different length.  This will make my life easier when I 
re-connect them and want to be sure I get them correctly connected.


Two: turn the tuning control until the tuning capacitor plates are fully
meshed.  This will be the low frequency end of the dial (550 KC on the
broadcast band).  Fill the cabinet's empty space with crushed 
newspaper so that if
anything gets loose it can't go far.


Three:  be sure ALL the chassis mounting bolts are installed and
reasonably tight. They are generally accessed from the bottom of the cabinet.


Four: wrap the radio in large bubble wrap to a thickness of 2 inches 
on all sides.  Find a
box that fits the wrapped radio and seal it in that box. 


Five:  Find a box that is at least 6 inches (150mm) larger in each 
direction than the
radio box.  This will give a space of 3 inches (80mm) between the two 
boxes on each side. Fill the space between the boxes with packing 
peanuts, put the radio box inside the larger one and seal it up.

For many radios, the boxes get pretty large and can be hard to find. 
A good source for such boxes is computer stores, where I'd ask for 
boxes for large (19 or 21 inch) monitors.  Another source is 
appliance dealers, where microwave oven boxes might be large enough.

You now have two boxes whose contents the shipping companies will have to work
hard to damage.   A large part of the point here is to get enough 
durable padding around the radio.  This scheme gives 5 inches all 
around, which is the minimum needed.   i have recently received a 
radio that was inadequately packed and it's quite badly damaged; I 
also received one in a  badly beat up box that came through in 
perfect  shape, having been properly packed.  You can't expect the 
shipping companies to be gentle!  UPS, in particular, guarantees a 
three foot drop for every package shipped.

This procedure is borne of my engineering experience in shock and vibration
physics and of others' experiences with shipping-particularly the matter of
dismounting the speaker.

Surface shipping is fine with me. 

Let me know how you'd like to proceed.


Regards,

------------------------------
Message-ID: <002401c8352b$90a35bf0$849e480c@KB6NAX>
From: "Arden Allen" <gumbear@pacbell.net>
To: Old Tube Radios <boatanchors@theporch.com>
Subject: Re: A packing rant
Date: Sun, 2 Dec 2007 13:37:14 -0800
MIME-Version: 1.0
Content-Type: text/plain;
	charset="iso-8859-1"
Content-Transfer-Encoding: 7bit

Tom,

Your analysis is right on about how proper packing protects items being
shipped.  However your following paragraph I find a bit confusing:

> This is why we shouldn't use a dense foam, Styrofoam, or air
> bubbles on transmitting tubes like big power grid tubes. It
> has to be something that compresses at a proper amount with
> pressure. It can't be large closed air pockets.

I'll break this apart and hopefully clarify:

STYROFOAM is considered to be a rigid material.  It does not "give" until a
certain level of force is applied and then it literally flows to a new form,
compressing and becoming more dense.  It does not recover and therefore
loses it abilitiy to decelerate a load on the next shock.  Styrofoam is only
good for filling spaces in boxes where other means are employed to protect a
load.  I never use it as I've seen too many things arrive damaged that were
surrounded by styrofoam.

POLYFOAM is the stuff you find in furniture.  Obviously it recovers (until
it gets tired of the fat ass that sits on it).  It comes in a variety of
densities and with selection of the right density foam you can properly
protect a shipment (Tom explains it later in his missive).

There are two types of polyfoam, open cell and closed cell.  Open cell will
breath out all of the air in its pockets if compressed completely.  Open
cell foam recovers by virtue of its elastic response assisted by the
remaining compressed air that has not yet escaped.  Closed cell compresses
by virtue of the cells being distorted as the air within the cells is
compressed.  It recovers by virtue of the compressed air in its cells
forcing the foam back to its original shape.

Closed cell and open cell foams have different compression and recovery
profiles, the main difference being in the rate of recovery.  Open cell is
slower to recover.  With proper selection of density, i.e., weight per
surface area it is being required to carry, either type of foam will work
well.

Transmitting tubes are light per unit of volume and require low density of
foam with a large large travel distance to avoid bottoming against something
immovable (belt and suspenders analysis).  Tube internals are easily damaged
even if the envelope doesn't break (I have a ruined CRT to attest to that).
In other words delicate tubes don't want to experience high G forces.  On
the other hand a power transformer is very heavy per unit of volume and must
be surrounded by relatively dense packing material.  In such a case the
packing container must be protected from the transformer (if the pants fits
wear it analyis)!  Radio gear needs to be in the middle ground somewhere.

Experience with materials is the best guide but initially careful evaluation
of materials is essential.  Deriving from Tom's article, other material
types such as crumpled news print, shredded paper or wood (excelsior) can
make good packing materials.  But if you don't employ Tom's principles of G
forces in packing the gear you just sold you are not necessarily going to
make you a new friend.

Arden Allen
KB6NAX

------------------------------
Message-ID: <BAY110-DAV1130C753C8DB6BACF3EE7A0730@phx.gbl>
From: "JAMES HANLON" <knjhanlon@msn.com>
To: Old Tube Radios <boatanchors@theporch.com>
Subject: New Tube Radio
Date: Sun, 2 Dec 2007 16:23:04 -0700
MIME-Version: 1.0
Content-Type: multipart/alternative;
	boundary="----=_NextPart_000_0087_01C834FF.9DACC6F0"

This is a multi-part message in MIME format.

------=_NextPart_000_0087_01C834FF.9DACC6F0
Content-Type: text/plain;
	charset="iso-8859-1"
Content-Transfer-Encoding: quoted-printable

FW:The audiphools are at it again.

Jim, W8KGI

http://www.questforsound.com/tuners/tuners_R601SW.htm<http://www.questfor=
sound.com/tuners/tuners_R601SW.htm>



------=_NextPart_000_0087_01C834FF.9DACC6F0
Content-Type: text/plain; charset=us-ascii
Content-Transfer-Encoding: 7bit

* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * *
*         ---REMAINDER OF MESSAGE TRUNCATED---            *
*     This post contains a forbidden message format       *
*  (such as an attached file, a v-card, HTML formatting)  *
*    Mail Lists at theporch.com only accept PLAIN TEXT    *
* If your postings display this message your mail program *
* is not set to send PLAIN TEXT ONLY and needs adjusting  *
* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * *

------=_NextPart_000_0087_01C834FF.9DACC6F0--
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Message-ID: <002d01c8354a$82d4df20$6401a8c0@boudreaux>
From: "David Stinson" <arc5@ix.netcom.com>
To: Old Tube Radios <boatanchors@theporch.com>
Subject: Re: A packing rant
Date: Sun, 2 Dec 2007 19:19:08 -0600
MIME-Version: 1.0
Content-Type: text/plain;
	format=flowed;
	charset="UTF-8";
	reply-type=original
Content-Transfer-Encoding: 7bit


----- Original Message ----- 
From: "Chuck Grandgent" <chuck@chuckg.com>
Subject: Re: A packing rant


>I guess I'm tempting fate, but I've really had nothing but good luck with
> folks shipping stuff to me.

I'm not smart enough to debate the physics of forces on falling bodies.
I just use what works.
I, too, have had fairly good luck with packing, in both directions.
Perhaps it's like Ebay; some people tell horror stories about 
their multiple bad experiances, while I and most I know can 
count them on one hand after 1500 transactions.
I guess some people have demons that follow their packages 
around and kick them off the belts, and some don't (knock wood).
In hundreds of shipments, I've probably had six or eight complaints
about my packing.   I try to learn from them and do better.

I've shipped radios to every contenent on the planet, save Antarctica,
using at least some of those "large closed air pockets" as 
bumpers on surfaces and filling the rest with other packing
materials.   It's worked fine for me.
Regards,
David S.

------------------------------
Message-ID: <47536256.2020203@kitparts.com>
Date: Sun, 02 Dec 2007 19:56:38 -0600
From: Thomas Frobase <tfrobase@kitparts.com>
MIME-Version: 1.0
To: Old Tube Radios <boatanchors@theporch.com>
Subject: Re: A packing rant
Content-Type: text/plain; charset=UTF-8; format=flowed
Content-Transfer-Encoding: 7bit


I pack well, others do not!   It is my rant as well.  I still like 
double boxing and lots of Wall Street Journals stuffed in tightly in the 
cracks.  I like Dave's bottle idea as well

My favorite FEDEX Pictures, the packer was at fault, but this is how the 
delivery man left it, never rang the bell ... Just drove away quickly!

Incidentally the case took the hit, the radio survived and is playing as 
I write this email ... 73, tom, N3LLL

http://www.kitparts.com/ebay/damage/IMG_0116.JPG
http://www.kitparts.com/ebay/damage/IMG_0117.JPG


David Stinson wrote:
>
> ----- Original Message ----- From: "Chuck Grandgent" <chuck@chuckg.com>
> Subject: Re: A packing rant
>
>
>> I guess I'm tempting fate, but I've really had nothing but good luck 
>> with
>> folks shipping stuff to me.
>
> I'm not smart enough to debate the physics of forces on falling bodies.
> I just use what works.
> I, too, have had fairly good luck with packing, in both directions.
> Perhaps it's like Ebay; some people tell horror stories about their 
> multiple bad experiances, while I and most I know can count them on 
> one hand after 1500 transactions.
> I guess some people have demons that follow their packages around and 
> kick them off the belts, and some don't (knock wood).
> In hundreds of shipments, I've probably had six or eight complaints
> about my packing.   I try to learn from them and do better.
>
> I've shipped radios to every contenent on the planet, save Antarctica,
> using at least some of those "large closed air pockets" as bumpers on 
> surfaces and filling the rest with other packing
> materials.   It's worked fine for me.
> Regards,
> David S.
>

------------------------------
Message-ID: <4753669D.6000405@tbc.net>
Date: Sun, 02 Dec 2007 20:14:53 -0600
From: Steve Berg <wa9jml@tbc.net>
MIME-Version: 1.0
To: Old Tube Radios <boatanchors@theporch.com>
Cc: Old Tube Radios <boatanchors@theporch.com>
Subject: Re: A packing rant
Content-Type: text/plain; charset=UTF-8; format=flowed
Content-Transfer-Encoding: 7bit

I have seem UPS do major damage to well packed items.  I tend to have 
better luck with Priority Mail.  My only experience with e-bay that was 
less than satisfactory was the Vibroplex Champion bug I bought some 
years back from a lid in Texas.  It was advertised as being complete, 
tested, and working.  When it arrived, it was well packed, and even the 
broken parts were lovingly packed and included.  It had not worked in 
years, much less been tested.  Fortunately, Vibroplex had the connector 
strips and the dampener assembly (Thanks Mitch!!!) and I got it working 
well and properly adjusted.

Much of what has been discussed here bears relation to motorcycle 
helmets.  These require a hard shell for impact spreading, some closed 
cell foam that crushes and absorbs while spreading out the impact forces 
and dampening the shock, while the inner padding is soft and helps keep 
the helmet in place and absorbs minor shocks.  I think Dave's idea of 
the plastic bottles is interesting.  So far, lots of bubble wrap, 
peanuts, and shredded paper have kept items intact while getting 
shipped. but if I were selling another HRO-50 or Thunderbolt amplifier, 
I would once again prefer to have it picked up or hand delivered by my 
humble self.  3 foot drop?  Some of the stuff I have seen damaged looked 
like it was tossed out the back end of a C-130 in flight, and the chute 
didn't open.

73,

Steve WA9JML

------------------------------
Date: Sun, 2 Dec 2007 23:17:22 -0500 (EST)
From: Jerry Proc <jerry7proc@yahoo.com>
Subject: Canadian Marconi Tubes
To: Old Tube Radios <boatanchors@theporch.com>
MIME-Version: 1.0
Content-Type: text/plain; charset=iso-8859-1
Content-Transfer-Encoding: 8bit
Message-ID: <565018.64235.qm@web90605.mail.mud.yahoo.com>

Hello Everyone,

Can anyone confirm if the Canadian Marconi Company
manufactured vacuum tubes or did they have tubes made
for them and branded under the CMC label?

--
Regards,
Jerry Proc
E-mail: jerry7proc@yahoo.com


      Connect with friends from any web browser - no download required. Try the new Yahoo! Canada Messenger for the Web BETA at http://ca.messenger.yahoo.com/webmessengerpromo.php

------------------------------
Date: Sat, 01 Dec 2007 19:14:08 -0700
From: Richard Loken <richardlo@admin.athabascau.ca>
Subject: Re: Hollowstate Christmas
To: Old Tube Radios <boatanchors@theporch.com>
Cc: Old Tube Radios <boatanchors@theporch.com>
MIME-version: 1.0
Content-type: TEXT/PLAIN; charset=US-ASCII

On Sat, 1 Dec 2007, BobR wrote:

> Could be penned by AB5L(sk), as suggested by Ed/VA3ES.

I'm sorry to hear he is an SK.  I used to read AB5L's 5 metre liberation
army stories way back when but I only kept one.

I solemnly swear that I will go to your web site and wallow in some
fovaourite old stories.

-- 
   Richard Loken VE6BSV, Systems Programmer - VMS  : "Anybody can be a father
   Athabasca University                            :  but you have to earn
   Athabasca, Alberta Canada                       :  the title of 'daddy'"
   ** richardlo@admin.athabascau.ca **             :  - Lynn Johnston

------------------------------
Message-ID: <021501c83602$229b59a0$7700a8c0@hsd1.al.comcast.net>
From: "Donald Sanders" <w4bws@comcast.net>
To: Old Tube Radios <boatanchors@theporch.com>
Subject: Re: Remembering Michael  AB5L (SK)
Date: Mon, 3 Dec 2007 17:13:29 -0600
MIME-Version: 1.0
Content-Type: text/plain;
	charset="iso-8859-1"
Content-Transfer-Encoding: 7bit

Michael was a friend to many. Several years ago
during one of our several chats we chatted about
my building a replica station from 1955 with
International FCV-1 converters on 6 and 2 meters
into BC454 AND BC455 receivers. A few months
before he passed I received 2 boxes with the FCV-1
converters which I had not been able to find.
There was a note to enjoy them as a gift from Michael.
Healthfully yours,
                          Don W4BWS
----- Original Message ----- 
From: <W0EOM@aol.com>
To: "Old Tube Radios" <boatanchors@theporch.com>
Sent: Saturday, December 01, 2007 5:35 PM
Subject: Re: Hollowstate Christmas


> Bob  - thanks for the memories about Michael.  i used to correspond with
him.
>
> Snip <
> A true ham.
>
> Will

------------------------------
Message-ID: <4754BAF6.6050904@aafradio.org>
Date: Mon, 03 Dec 2007 21:27:02 -0500
From: AAFRadio <mike_25-z@aafradio.org>
MIME-Version: 1.0
To: Old Tube Radios <boatanchors@theporch.com>
Subject: Re: Remembering Michael  AB5L (SK)
Content-Type: text/plain; charset=windows-1252; format=flowed
Content-Transfer-Encoding: 7bit

Agree - he was a delight to talk with, and I had the pleasure of meeting 
him and his ferret at Dayton one year - t'was the high point of the 
hamfest. 

I seem to recall that he had indicated that he had written one final 
episode of the FMLA saga and locked it away, to be released only if and 
when he passed away.  Anyone remember that?

Mike KC4TOS

Donald Sanders wrote:

>Michael was a friend to many. 
>

------------------------------
Message-ID: <0a8201c836e5$5af7d060$6401a8c0@reloaded>
From: "Al Parker" <anchor@ec.rr.com>
To: Old Tube Radios <boatanchors@theporch.com>
Subject: Valiant chirp.
Date: Tue, 4 Dec 2007 21:20:07 -0500
MIME-Version: 1.0
Content-Type: text/plain;
	format=flowed;
	charset="iso-8859-1";
	reply-type=original
Content-Transfer-Encoding: 7bit

Hi folks,
    I know Valiants & Rangers chirp at least sometimes.  Mine only chirps on 
40m.  I know the dropping resistor in the VFO VR tube line, 18K I think?, is 
common trouble, I've done that on a cupl, and in this one, tho' I used a 5w 
22k, mounted outside the box.  I've adjusted the keying  pot, even tried it 
at both ends, but it's sitll close to where a prev. owner had marked it to 
be when adj. properly.  I've got some ferrite beads on the leads into the 
VFO.
    This thing only chirps on 40m.  I've tried all other bands, tried 
changing the exciter tuning.  I fussed with this rig for about 2 months b4 I 
decided it was OK to put it back in the cabinet last week.  Worked the 160 
contest this weekend, of course you're not going to get anything other than 
599 in a test, but it sure sounds pretty on the rcvr everywhere except on 
40m  It does flatten out when I cut the final plate current down below 50ma 
by dropping the drive & letting the clamper do it's job.  So, it's either RF 
somehow doing it, or voltage drop, or ???  If that 22k has too much drop, 
why only on 40M?
    Looking for suggestions b4 I haul it back out of the cabinet, not a fun 
job.
thanks, 73,
Al, W8UT
New Bern, NC
www.boatanchors.org
www.hammarlund.info

------------------------------
Message-ID: <11298788.1196822398223.JavaMail.root@elwamui-lapwing.atl.sa.earthlink.net>
Date: Tue, 4 Dec 2007 21:39:57 -0500 (EST)
From: spr@earthlink.net
To: Old Tube Radios <boatanchors@theporch.com>
Subject: Re: Valiant chirp.
Mime-Version: 1.0
Content-Type: text/plain; charset=UTF-8
Content-Transfer-Encoding: 7bit

Hi Al,

Could it be that something in the rig takes more current at 40M than on other bands and pulls the B+ down enough to take the CFO power  out of regulation? Easy way to test that is to sub a 15K resistor for the 22K and see if the problem goes away.

Regards,

Scott

-----Original Message-----
>From: Al Parker <anchor@ec.rr.com>
>Sent: Dec 4, 2007 9:20 PM
>To: Old Tube Radios <boatanchors@theporch.com>
>Subject: Valiant chirp.
>
>Hi folks,
>    I know Valiants & Rangers chirp at least sometimes.  Mine only chirps on 
>40m.  I know the dropping resistor in the VFO VR tube line, 18K I think?, is 
>common trouble, I've done that on a cupl, and in this one, tho' I used a 5w 
>22k, mounted outside the box.  I've adjusted the keying  pot, even tried it 
>at both ends, but it's sitll close to where a prev. owner had marked it to 
>be when adj. properly.  I've got some ferrite beads on the leads into the 
>VFO.
>    This thing only chirps on 40m.  I've tried all other bands, tried 
>changing the exciter tuning.  I fussed with this rig for about 2 months b4 I 
>decided it was OK to put it back in the cabinet last week.  Worked the 160 
>contest this weekend, of course you're not going to get anything other than 
>599 in a test, but it sure sounds pretty on the rcvr everywhere except on 
>40m  It does flatten out when I cut the final plate current down below 50ma 
>by dropping the drive & letting the clamper do it's job.  So, it's either RF 
>somehow doing it, or voltage drop, or ???  If that 22k has too much drop, 
>why only on 40M?
>    Looking for suggestions b4 I haul it back out of the cabinet, not a fun 
>job.
>thanks, 73,
>Al, W8UT
>New Bern, NC
>www.boatanchors.org
>www.hammarlund.info
>

------------------------------
Message-ID: <00c201c836ee$5e313a60$640fa8c0@radioroom>
From: "Tom Rauch" <w8ji@contesting.com>
To: Old Tube Radios <boatanchors@theporch.com>
Subject: Re: Valiant chirp.
Date: Tue, 4 Dec 2007 22:24:26 -0500
MIME-Version: 1.0
Content-Type: text/plain;
	format=flowed;
	charset="iso-8859-1";
	reply-type=response
Content-Transfer-Encoding: 7bit

>    This thing only chirps on 40m.  I've tried all other 
> bands, tried changing the exciter tuning.  I fussed with 
> this rig for about 2 months b4 I decided it was OK to put 
> it back in the cabinet last week.  Worked the 160 contest 
> this weekend, of course you're not going to get anything 
> other than 599 in a test, but it sure sounds pretty on the 
> rcvr everywhere except on 40m  It does flatten out when I 
> cut the final plate current down below 50ma by dropping 
> the drive & letting the clamper do it's job.  So, it's 
> either RF somehow doing it, or voltage drop, or ???  If 
> that 22k has too much drop, why only on 40M?

Al,

My Valiant

http://www.w8ji.com/valiant.htm

did something very similar.

Mine turned out to be RF on the shaft of the plate tuning 
capacitor. The high circulating currents of that cap were 
only grounded through a  buss wire. The frame of the tuning 
cap was floating on insulated grommets.

This allowed the shaft of the capacitor to have some pretty 
high RF currents as higher bands were selected. Since 40 
meters ran straight through the RF on the shaft excited the 
front panel via the bushing. The front panel coupled the RF 
to the VFO tuning shaft. That pulled the VFO.

I could change the VFO a bit by tuning the tank!!

Didn't bother other bands much.

I thought about using an insulated shaft coupler, but cured 
mine by adding metal washers between the tank tuning cap and 
the chassis and throwing the insulated washers in my 
recycled parts bin. Don't have any idea why they floated it 
because my harmonics on TV channels and everything else got 
better.

Now I'm not saying that is the problem with yours, but if 
you move the PA tank in and out of resonance and the VFO 
pulls bad it might be the same issue. In mine, I could short 
the metal tuning shaft extension to the chassis with a LONG 
handle screwdriver and make the frequency shift.

Mine might have had a unique problem, but that's what did it 
in mine. One clue would be if the VFO pulls when you diddle 
with the PA tuning on 40, but it acts OK on lower bands.

Do me a favor and if yours does the same thing and gets 
better let me know. If it does then I'll post that mod on my 
web site. I kinda thought mine was some weird unique problem 
so I didn't make a fuss about it.

I did have some bad caps in my VFO too. The ones that form 
the feedback divider at the grid. They made the VFO jump 
around, but no chirpy from them.

73 Tom
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Hi Al,

The 40 meter Valiant chirp is due to the VFO and final being on the same 
frequency on this band (the same is true on 160 but the problem is not 
as evident) and the problem is apparently due to RF getting back into 
the VFO.  A good ground is absolutely critical on this band, also 
tighten all of the screws around the VFO shield.  To get rid of the last 
of the chirp I had to use some additional foil shielding tape to cover 
an opening around where the tuning shaft goes into the VFO.  I wish 
Johnson had set these up to use the 160 meter signal out of the VFO with 
quadrupling to 40-while searching for the problem I temporarily 
disconnected the switching arrangement on the VFO and ran it this way on 
40 and there was absolutely no chirp.

The problem is solvable as both of my Valiants seem OK on 40 now.

73, Rodger WQ9E

Al Parker wrote:
> Hi folks,
>    I know Valiants & Rangers chirp at least sometimes.  Mine only 
> chirps on 40m.  I know the dropping resistor in the VFO VR tube line, 
> 18K I think?, is common trouble, I've done that on a cupl, and in this 
> one, tho' I used a 5w 22k, mounted outside the box.  I've adjusted the 
> keying  pot, even tried it at both ends, but it's sitll close to where 
> a prev. owner had marked it to be when adj. properly.  I've got some 
> ferrite beads on the leads into the VFO.
>    This thing only chirps on 40m.  I've tried all other bands, tried 
> changing the exciter tuning.  I fussed with this rig for about 2 
> months b4 I decided it was OK to put it back in the cabinet last 
> week.  Worked the 160 contest this weekend, of course you're not going 
> to get anything other than 599 in a test, but it sure sounds pretty on 
> the rcvr everywhere except on 40m  It does flatten out when I cut the 
> final plate current down below 50ma by dropping the drive & letting 
> the clamper do it's job.  So, it's either RF somehow doing it, or 
> voltage drop, or ???  If that 22k has too much drop, why only on 40M?
>    Looking for suggestions b4 I haul it back out of the cabinet, not a 
> fun job.
> thanks, 73,
> Al, W8UT
> New Bern, NC
> www.boatanchors.org
> www.hammarlund.info
>
>
>
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